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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jeffrey C. Hood on 7/5/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for creating a graphical program which performs 
hardware register accesses in a hardware device, wherein the method operates in a computer 
including a display screen and a user input device, the method comprising: 

storing a description of the hardware device in the computer, wherein the description 
includes mnemonic names of hardware registers; 

displaying on the screen a register access node in the graphical program in response to 
user input; and 

configuring the register access node to access one or more hardware registers of the 
hardware device, wherein said configuring includes accessing [[a]] the description of the 
hardware device for information regarding the one or more hardware registers of the hardware 
device; 

wherein said configuring the register access node includes: 

displaying a list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the displace; 

and 
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receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware 
registers for access; 

wherein, during execution of the graphical program, the register access node is operable 
to access the one or more hardware registers of the hardware device based on the information 
accessed from the description of the hardware device . 



3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[3]] i, 

wherein said configuring the register access node to access one or more hardware 
registers of the hardware device comprises configuring the register access node to access 
selected hardware registers described in the description of the hardware device. 



5. (Cancelled) 



6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[5]] I, wherein the description further 
includes mnemonic names of fields in the hardware registers; 

wherein said configuring the register access node includes: 

displaying a list of the mnemonic names of fields in the hardware registers on the 
display; and 

receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of fields in the 
hardware registers for access. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method for creating a graphical program which performs 
hardware register accesses in a hardware device, wherein the method operates in a computer 
including a display and a user input device, the method comprising: 

storing a description of the hardware device, wherein the description includes mnemonic 
names of hardware registers; 

displaying one the screen a first node in response to user input, wherein the first node 
references the description of the hardware device; 

displaying on the screen a register access node in response to user input, wherein 
the register access node is operable to access the hardware device; 

configuring the register access node in response to user input, wherein said configuring 
comprises: 

displaying a list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the display; and 
receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware 
registers for access; 

connecting the first node to the register access node in response to user input, wherein the 
first node is operable to provide the description of the hardware device to the register access 
node; 

wherein the register access node receives the description, wherein the register access 
node is operable to access hardware registers of the hardware device during execution of the 
graphical program based on the description of the hardware device. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17, further comprising: configuring the 
regist e r acc e ss nod e to access select e d hardware regist e rs d e scrib e d in th e d e scription of the 
hardwar e device, the wherein said configuring includes accessing the description of the hardware 
device for information regarding the selected hardware registers. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Currently Amended) the method of claim [[20]] 17, further comprising: displaying 
selected mnemonic names of hardware registers on. the display aver said receiving user input 
selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware registers for access. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[20]] 17, wherein the description further 
includes mnemonic names of fields in the hardware registers; 

wherein said configuring the register access node includes: 

displaying a list of the mnemonic names of fields in the hardware registers on the 
display; and 

receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of fields in the 
hardware registers for access. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method for creating a graphical program which, performs 
hardware register accesses in a hardware device, wherein the method operates in a computer 
including a display and a user input device, the method comprising: 
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storing a description of the hardware device , wherein the description includes mnemonic 
names of hardware registers; 

displaying on the screen a register access node in the graphical program in response to 
user input, wherein the register access node is operable to access the hardware device; 

connecting an input of the register access node to receive the description of the hardware 
device in response to user input; and 

configuring the register access node to access selected hardware .registers described in 
the description of the hardware device in response to user input, wherein said configuring 
includes accessing the description of the hardware device for information regarding the selected 
hardware registers of the hardware device; 

wherein said configuring comprises: 

displaying a .list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the 
receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware 

registers for access; 

wherein the register access node is operable to access the selected hardware registers of 
the hardware device during execution of the graphical program based on the information. 

37. (Currently Amended) A memory medium .for performing hardware register accesses 
in a hardware device, the memory medium comprising program instructions executable by a 
processor to: 

display on the screen a register access node in the graphical program in response to user 
input; and 
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configure the register access node to access one or more hardware registers of the 
hardware device, wherein, in configuring the register access node to access the one or more 
hardware registers of the hardware device, the program instructions are executable by the 
processor to access a description of the hardware device for information regarding the one or 
more hardware registers of the hardware device, wherein the description includes mnemonic 
names of hardware registers; 

wherein said configuring the register access node, the program instructions are executable 

to: 

display a list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the display; and 

receive user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware registers for 

access; 

wherein, during execution of the ,graphical program, the register access node is operable 
to access the one or more hardware registers of the hardware device based on the information 
accessed from the description of the hardware device. 

43. (Currently Amended) A system for performing hardware register accesses in a 
hardware device, the system comprising: 

a computer including a processor coupled to a memory; and 

a hardware device coupled to the computer; 

wherein the processor is operable to execute program instructions stored in the memory 

to: 

response to user input; and 

display on the screen a register access node in a graphical program, in 
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configure the register access node to access one or more hardware registers of the 
hardware device, wherein, in configuring the register access node to access the one or more 
hardware registers of the hardware device, the processor is operable to execute the program 
instructions to access a description of the hardware device for information regarding the one or 
more hardware registers of the hardware device wherein the description includes mnemonic 
names of hardware registers; 

wherein, in said configuring the register access node, 

the processor is operable to: 

display a list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the dig play; and 

receive user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware registers for 

access; 

wherein, during execution of the graphical program, the register access node is operable 
to access the one or more hardware registers of. the hardware device based on the information 
accessed from the description of the hardware device. 

48. (Currently Amended) A, method for creating a graphical program which performs 
hardware register accesses in a hardware device, wherein the method operates in a computer 
including a display screen and a user input device, the method comprising: 

storing a description of the hardware device in the computer, wherein the description 
includes mnemonic names of hardware registers: 

displaying on the screen a register access node in the graphical program in response to 
user input; and 
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configuring the register access node to access one or more hardware registers of the 
hardware device; 

wherein said configuring the register access node includes: 
displaying a list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the display; and 

receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware 

registers for access: 

wherein, during execution of the graphical program, the register access node is operable 
to access the one or more hardware registers of the hardware device. 



Reason for Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior arts fail to 
show individually or in combination that: 

wherein said configuring the register access node includes: 

displaying a list of the mnemonic names of hardware registers on the display; and 
receiving user input selecting one or more of the mnemonic names of hardware 
registers for access: 

wherein, during execution of the graphical program, the register access node is 
operable to access the one or more hardware registers of the hardware device, in combination 
with the other claim limitations of the succeeding claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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